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Social Enterprises and Role of The Third Sector Leading to Sustainable
Social Development :

A Case Study of Khun Mechai Viravaidya
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Abstract

The qualitative research aimed to study the model and structure of social enterprises as the third sectors
under the Thai identity as well as synthesize and develop new knowledge. This methodology included
documentary review and an in-depth interview with Mechai Viravaidya and other key figures involved in social
enterprise operation.

The result revealed that the model and mechanism of social enterprises was part of the third sectors
supports contributing to the development and the strength of the civil community which resulted in positive
economic growth of the country.

In terms of social entrepreneurs with Thai identity, it was found that, despite their well-recognized role of the
civil community as social enterprises contributing to social development, they could not fully meet the needs of
the community and social development due to the complexity of the communities and various interests groups.
Social enterprises, however, still kept continuing their operation as long as the welfare provided by the government
was not enough and available to allow the independent living and self-reliance living for all to become true.

The synthesis and knowledge construction result of this study were for the sustainable operation of the social
enterprises. The social entrepreneur’s had to set 3 goals for the usages of the profit earned after deducting the cost
of operation. The first goal was to set certain amount of the earning as the reserve fund, secondly the profit earned
should be used for the enterprises’ expansion and thirdly the profits earned should be used to support the public

affairs and public interest activities.
Keywords : Social Enterprises, Third Sector, Sustainable Development, Mechai Viravaidya
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