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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to study and to compare the roles of Buddhist monks in social development
in the past (before 1978) and in the present focusing on the case of Phra Dhammongkolyarn Luangphor Viriyang
Sirintharo. The research methodology included documentary research and an in-depth interview with Phra
Dhammongkolyarn Luangphor Viriyang Sirintharo, Buddhist monks involved in social development and informants
involved in social development in the area of Buddhism.

The researcher found that Buddhist monks took part in social development in the past before 1978 took place
due to the failure of public administration and government operations, inefficient government officers, structural
complexity, aligning with the expanded influence of communism. The government consequently utilized the power
of traditional mores and authority of the religious institution, having them take part in social development.

In terms of the role of Buddhist monks, it was found that most projects for public interests yielded the
benefits to all targeted groups in the society including the youth, general public and beneficiaries at the
international sphere.

The result of the comparative study revealed that, in terms of politics, in the past, Buddhist monks were
utilized as the mechanism for social development by the government. When compared to the current scenario, they
were more independent and unimpeded by political influence. In the economic aspect, the role of Buddhist monks
in the past and in the present focused on the same issue, earning for the living and the wellbeing of the people.
Consequently, development projects were aimed at training skills, creating the jobs and income for the population
to be able to survive sufficiently, being the firm ground for happy family and strong community. In terms of the
social aspect, in the past and in the present, public participation were found to be the tool for social development

since it was the most natural form of social consciousness.

Keywords : Role of Thai Sangha, Development, Social Enterprises, Phra Dhammongkolyarn, Luangphor Viriyang
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