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THAI CLASSICAL MOVEMENTS TO SACRIFICE A THANK OFFERING
TO BUDDHA SOTHON
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Abstract

The purposesof this study are to investigate the backerounds of Buddha Sothorn and to examine the move-
ments for making the votive offering for Buddha Sothorn from PornphitakLooksothorn Band (the first band in Cha-
choengsao Province). Books and academic texts were reviewed. Field data were obtained from the surveys, participa-
tive observations and interviews with the scholars, the leaders of performers and musicians and the stakeholders in
WatSothornwararamworawiharn in Chachoengsao Province. The study was conducted during 2016 — 2019.

Buddha Sothorn is an image of Buddha being worships by many people. Buddha Sothorn is the respectable
image of Buddha of Chachoengsao Province because of the holiness and miracles that many people experienced.
Therefore, they have believed in and worshiped BuddhaSothorn. Buddha Sothornis famous in terms of trades, health,
safety and treatments. Since Buddha Sothorn is very well-known, there have been celebrations and votive offerings
(e.g. LakhonChatri) until now. LakhonChatri is a common votive offering for Buddha Sothorn.

Lakhon Chatri and Wat Sothornwararamworawiharn have been together for a long time. The people believing
in the miracles of BuddhaSothorn usually worship the image of Buddhaand vow, and then they make votive offerings
by covering the image of Buddha with gold leaves, having shows, and offering things such as fruits, chicken, pork and
boiled eggs. In this study, the movements for marking the votive offering for Buddha Sothorn by PornphitakLookso-
thorn Band were studied because this is the first band in Chachoengsao province. The movements have been con-
served and inherited from M.L.Tuansri and Lady Phrom, a royal dancing instructor with skills and real knowledge of
the Thai dancing and musical arts in the late period of King Rama 5 in 1908. The band was certified by both instruc-
tors. The movements for making the votive offerings were focused. The hand movements are parts of the votive
offerings. The movements were inherited from M.L. Tuansri and Lady Phrom. The lyrics specially are for making the
votive offerings for Buddha Sothorn. The lyrics are unique. The hand movements are parts of the votive offerings
there are 44 part of Thai classical dances. Musical instruments as ordinary Pi Paat bands. To conserve these Thai

wisdoms, this performance should be protected as an important and unique art of Thailand.
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