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THE STUDY OF THE OPERATING FACTORS OF THE ELDERLY CLUB : A CASE STUDY
OF NONGNAE SUB - DISTRICT ELDERLY CLUB IN PANOMSARAKAM DISTRICT,
CHACHOENGSAO PROVINCE
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Abstract

The purposes of this qualitative research were 1) to investigate the circumstances of the activities operating
of the elderly club in Tambol Nong Nae, and 2) to investigate factors affecting the activities proceeding of the
elderly club. The sample obtained by simple random sampling comprised of 41 persons, i.e. 15 members of the
club’s executive board, 20 members of the club, 1 public health official, and 5 related persons with. The data were
collected by means of document studies, observation, and in-depth interview. The collected data were analyzed
by means of content analysis. The research results were as follows :

1) In the aspect of the circumstances of the activities proceeding of Nongnae elderly club, there were seven
major activities, namely 1) informing members on health, 2) visiting ailing members, 3) exercise activities, 4) welfare
provision, 5) career promotion, 6) conservation on culture and local wisdom, and the long term health care for the
elderly. The results of the study indicated that each activity was originated from the club members’ creative
thinking. Consequently, there was actively participation among them which affected continuously and successfully
activities operating.

2) In the aspect of factors on the activities operating of Nongnae elderly club, there were four factors,
namely : 1) Factors on the club leader and members, the research results indicated that the club leaders were
democratic ones, they were dedicative, patient, responsible, honest and industrious. Besides they were people of
good conduct and good models for others. On the other hand, the members were hospitable, generous and helped
each other. Moreover, they were also responsible and behaved themselves in accordance with the club’s rules.
2) Factors on the club structure, the results indicated that there was the division of clear cut duties and
responsibilities within the club activities structure. Apart from that, there were certain norms for the club proceeding.
3) Factors on the budget of the club, the study revealed that it came from members and donation from private
organizations as well as government agencies. The club also earned money from its own activities. Therefore the
club had sufficient budget for the organizing and proceeding of the annual club activities. 4) Factors on socio-culture
of the club, the results showed that most members believed in the Buddhist teachings. Moreover, the long lasting

local tradition and local wisdom were also essential factors affected unity and harmony among the club members.
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