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The Culture of Thai Music Ensemble inheritance in
Tambon Theppharat to Develop National Culture Sustainability
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the conditions and roles and perpetuation process of
the Thai traditional orchestra in Chachoengsao Province. The study was conducted through investigating data
appearing in books and academic documents. Also, this research was studied through data collecting from
the field study of ethnomusicology. The heads of the Thai traditional orchestra and many related people in
Chachoengsao Province were surveyed, observed, and interviewed.This research was conducted during 2558 —
2560 (B.E), it revealed that

1. For the general conditions of theThai traditional orchestra in Chachoengsao Province, there were
13 troupes of Thai traditional orchestra. There were 68 musicians altogether: 62 were male; 6 were female.
Most of them were 61-80 years old. Most of the Thai traditional orchestra had been passed on their own
ancestors; and most of musicians were in the same kinship. Thus, it was found Thai traditional orchestra that
many musicians worked for many troupes. Concerning some new troupes of Thai traditional orchestra, their
troupes were found for 20-40 years ago. Interestingly, the role of Thai traditional orchestra had been
considerably changed from the past. Its role was limited for performance in funeral ceremonies, not for all
important ceremonies as it was in the past.

2. For the perpetuation process of Thai traditional orchestra, it was found that the head of troupes
were perpetuated from ancestors. Most of musicians led their life by giving a musical performance. To
accept a new pupil, it was conducted as it had been done in the past, namely the pupil’s parents would ask
the master to teach and take care their children at the master’s house. The traditional songs for teaching
were PleangSathukarn, PleangHomrongchao, and PleangHomrongyen. The places for teaching could be both
master’s house and school. The musical instruments for Thai traditional orchestra were the important
teaching instruments of musical demonstration. Also, some masters updated their teaching style by changing

some songs for their pupils’ easier understanding and learning.
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