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Adaptation Of The Ways Of Life And Production Of Farmers In Klonghad District,
Srakaew Province, Since The Promulgation Of The First National Economic Plan
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the adaptation of the ways of life among farmers in Klonghad
District, Srakaew Province, since the promulgation of the First National Economic Plan. 2) the adaptation of
production methods among those farmers since the promulgation of the First National Economic Plan. This study
employed qualitative research. All data was derived from related documents, interviews, and group discussions. The
sample group was comprised of 23 farmers, professional experts, community leaders, government staff related to
agriculture, and other people in the Klonghad District network organization. Data was investigated using content
analysis along with analytical induction. This study found that :

1. Pertaining to the adaptation of the ways of life among farmers in Klonghad District, Srakaew Province, it
should be noted that in the past, agriculture was central in people’s lives. Especially corn and cassava farming, due
to the wealth of soil quality and minerals. During the promulgations of the First National Economic Plan (B.E. 2504)
to the Twelfth National Economic Plan, there have been changes to the economic, social, and cultural aspects of
Klonghad District conveniently and rapidly. They could have more varieties of occupations and could work in other
districts conveniently in order to support their family incomes. People in the community also adapted their lives by
choosing other careers instead of only agriculture. The development of agricultural technology and these stated
factors had an effect on the lived of farmers in many aspects, furthermore resulting in the adaptation of farmers’
ways of life to be more suitable to their environment.

2. Regarding the adaptation of production methods among farmers in Klonghad District, Srakaew Province,
this study found that the promulgations of the First National Economic Plan (B.E. 2504) to the Twelfth National
Economic Plan resulted in changes to their income, production methods, and other area impacted by the changes
to production methods. In the past, the families in Klonghad District were farmers, as well as hunter-gatherers. They
were mostly farming rice and other corps, keeping them for their own use and sharing them with other families. The
community economy was a sufficiency economy. Most farmers’ households employed their own production
methods, using labor available in their own families and nearby communities. Most of them were unlikely to buy
fertilizers or agricultural chemicals because their farms had wealthy soil, rich in minerals. However, since the
promulgation of the First National Economic Plan, farmers in Klonghad District, Srakaew Province have changed their
ways of production by using more modern agricultural technologies, e.g. tractors and other agricultural machines. In
addition, they have used more chemical fertilizers, pesticides and insecticides. Eventhough they have had more

income from selling their agricultural products, their income does not cover with their expenditures. Consequently,
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the farmers have dad more debts and some of them had to sell their lands and migrated to other areas. Most farm-
ers who have still stayed on their lands have had to change their ways of production from planting monocrop to
severalcrops. In other words, they have applied Philosophy of Sufficient Economy and New Theory of King Bhumiphol
Adulyadef and utilized them as the direction for their ways of living and producing agricultural products.

Consequently, they can live happily in accordance with their own life conditions.
Keywords : adaptation of the ways of life and production, farmers, First National Economic Plan
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